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Reid Park Zoo recently celebrated a 
very exciting birth with a very long 
neck! Penelope, one of the Zoo’s adult 
female, reticulated gira�es, delivered a 
male calf on the afternoon of Monday, 
February 23.

Penelope, also known as “Penny,” 
came to Reid Park Zoo in 2020 as 
part of the Species Survival Plan, or 
SSP, with a breeding recommendation 
for Jasiri, the Zoo’s male gira�e and 
father of the calf. This is the pair’s 
second o�spring. Their first-born, 
Moyo, moved to another Zoo in 2025, 
also on recommendation from the SSP 
to ensure long-term sustainability of 
this endangered species.

Penelope and the calf will split their time visible to the public on habitat 
and behind the scenes having some quiet bonding time. More details will 
be announced via the Zoo’s social media. 

The animal care team has noted that the newborn calf has a marking 
pattern very similar to Jasiri’s, but the calf’s spots have light colored 
center markings just like mom Penelope’s spots. 

Hello, Gira�e Calf

Male elephant Tsavo broke one of 
his tusks in early December while 
playing with the female elephants. 
Breaking a tusk can also occur in 
elephants in the wild.

Zoo veterinarians are treating 
Tsavo and he is doing well, playing 
and eating as he normally does. He 
will undergo a procedure later this 
year with experienced elephant 
dental experts alongside our 
veterinarians and animal care team 
to examine the break and treat it 
based on the examination. This is 
similar to what would happen if a 
human breaks a tooth, but more 
complex due to the size of the 
elephant.

The elephant team has already 
begun working with Tsavo to get 
him ready for the examination. 
Tsavo has been excellent at 
learning the many new behaviors 
needed to treat the tusk and 
prepare him for his procedure. His 
other tusk has also been trimmed 
a bit to reduce the risk of him 
breaking that tusk too and to 
prepare it to add a cap to protect 
it.

Stay tuned for more information 
once Tsavo has his procedure. 

ZooFriendZ is a very special circle of 
people who are invested in the future 
of Tucson’s Reid Park Zoo by donating 

$500 or more annually.

Join ZooFriendZ Today!
ONLY $42 MONTHLY!

For more information, contact Gail Brown at 
gail@reidparkzoo.org or (520) 881-4753.

Zoo Hours:
June - September

8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

October - May
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Great news for capybara lovers 
— Reid Park Zoo has welcomed 
a return of the species! In the 
Zoo's South America loop next 
to the anteaters and across from 
the aviary, you might be able to 
catch a glimpse of “Chocolate” the 
capybara. Chocolate is cohabitating 
with the Zoo's swans and crested 
screamer. She loves getting in the 
water and munching on umbrella 
grass. 

Chocolate is a small capybara that 
is a bit shy. Take your time when 
trying to spot her — she might 
be peeking at you from behind 
shrubbery or another sneakily 
hidden area of her habitat. She is 
just over a year old. 

Chocolate is also in the process of 
getting to know a new companion. 
While these capybara introductions 
are ongoing, the other capybara 
won't be visible to the public but 
we will be sure to introduce him 
formally once he and Chocolate get 
to know each other a little better.

Capybaras can be found in 
diverse habitats near bodies of 
water throughout much of South 
America. Their closest relatives 
include cavies, maras, and both 
wild and domestic guinea pigs. 
Wild capybara populations are 
threatened by deforestation, habitat 
destruction, and illegal poaching 
for their meat. You can help 
Chocolate’s wild cousins by being 
an informed consumer.

Capybaras Return to Reid Park Zoo

ANIMAL UPDATES

Tsavo's Tusk
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Thank you to our Business Members!

ACTIVITY

Elephant Herd:

Monarch Butterfly Saffron Finch Red Panda

Bamboo
is about 90% 

of this animal’s diet

Gregg’s Mistflower
is drought resistant

which helps this animal find
pollen during warm summers.

Silk Floss Trees
produce fruit that has

cotton like stuffing
which makes for a cozy nest.

Pick the right path to connect
each plant to the animal that it helps.

A WORLD WORKING TOGETHER Here's a look at the Zoo through 
your eyes! Tag us on social media 
to enter your own photos for the 
next issue of Zoo & You!

Photo by Valerie TerrazasPhoto by Valerie Terrazas

Photo by Sarah St PierrePhoto by Sarah St Pierre

In Honor of Carrie Dean 

Paul St John & Leslie Tolbert

In Honor of David H. Andrews, Jr. 

Sara & Paul Russell

In Honor of Drs Ann Hohmann & 
Tom Hale 

Cheryl Weintraub

In Honor of Jennifer Strand 

Patricia Sirls

In Honor of Katrina Shah 

Edward Hansen

In Honor of Ken & Monica Cox 

Elaine Everts

In Honor of Nandi's 11th Birthday 

Kimmey Conklin

Joanne Gouldin

In Honor of Nate Clark 

Christina Kiefer

In Honor of Robin & Mitchell Pozez

Leslie Back

In Honor of Shelley Pozez & Doug 
Vaughan 

Leslie Back

In Honor of The Dykman Family 

Barb Garrett

In Honor of the Zoocson 
Committee 2025 

Nate Clark & Daniel Buford

In Memory of Carol D. Clark 

Nate Clark & Daniel Buford

In Memory of Alyssa Ayn Harris 

Lindsey Gover

Faye Kent

Estrella Martinez

Sara & Paul Rybczynski

Je�rey Semrow

Laura Spada

David Zezuto

TRIBUTES

List of tributes received 
August 1 - December 31, 2025

.
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You probably visit Reid Park Zoo 
for the animals. But have you ever 
noticed the abundance of plants, 
flowers, and trees that give the 
Zoo its special ambiance? As you 
stroll the Zoo grounds, you might 
be surprised to learn that over 
200 species of native and exotic 
plants line our walkways, grace 
our gardens, and make the Zoo an 
oasis in the desert. Plants are a key 
part of the relaxation and calming 
connection with nature that makes 
a visit to the Zoo special.

From turf to trees and everything 
in between, cultivating the Zoo’s 
botanical collection is more than 
creating eye-catching spaces. It is 
a mammoth task requiring skills 
in groundskeeping, ornamental 
landscaping, water management, 
and propagation, among others. 

“Keeping vegetation flourishing 
year-round, especially in months 
of 100-plus heat is challenging,” 
says Jonathan Enriquez, Reid Park 
Zoo Grounds Supervisor, “but it is 
rewarding. Just as each animal at 

the Zoo is di�erent, each type of 
plant is also unique and has specific 
needs from hydration to nurturing 
to ensure it’s thriving,” he adds. To 
fit with our desert climate, emphasis 
is placed on using draught-tolerant 
plants wherever possible. 

Beyond sustainability, how and 
why are plants selected at the Zoo? 
The first consideration, of course, 
is comfort and behavior 
of Zoo animals. Trees 
in the Zoo’s front entry 
were chosen because 
they provide fresh browse 
(trimmings) for food and 
enrichment for elephants 
and hoof stock. The 
elephants love to tear into 
the browse, allowing them 
to use natural skills, while 
encouraging socialization, 
foraging, and exercise. 

Plants like milkweed in the 
Zoo’s Pollinator Garden 
are placed to attract birds 
and insects that cross 
pollinate by spreading 

seeds. In the Zoo’s South American 
loop, towering canopy trees and 
tropical plants provide the dense 
environment you would expect to 
find in the jungle to make our birds 
and South American animal species 
feel at home. 

As the Zoo prepares for the 
Pathway to Asia expansion, trees 
and plants play a crucial role 

in construction planning, with 
vegetation strategically placed to 
maximize comfort and enjoyment 
for animals and guests. 

The Zoo is adding many new trees 

in the area. Factor in new shrubs, 
grasses, timber bamboo (for the 
red pandas!) and plantings along 
the walkways, and there will be a 
multitude of new plants to provide 
beauty, shade, and cultural context. 
The Zoo is already growing its own 
bamboo.

Lovely trees and plants in Asia 
and around the Zoo serve multiple 
purposes. They enhance habitats to 
meet animal needs. They delight all 
who can look into their spreading 
boughs or resplendent flowers and 
leaves. They also reduce heat that 
helps curb global warming — nature 
at its best!

Thanks to the support of our 
community through the 2017 
Future of Your Zoo ballot initiative, 
the Zoo is able to not only create 
these beautiful botanical features, 
but also to maintain them into the 
future.

KEEPING IT GREEN: HORTICULTURE AT THE ZOO

A guest favorite, the stunning 
Silk Floss Tree (Ceiba 
speciose) in the South 
America loop gets its name 
from its unusual flowers and 
seed pods that look as if they 
are cascading silk.

In Memory of Bart & Helen 
Rombley 

Diane & John Tapper

In Memory of David Allan 

Jordan Allan

In Memory of Dr. Jane Goodall 
Christina Hornyan

In Memory of Jean Ann Murphy 
Debbie Rich

In Memory of Jennifer Quinlan 
Gerri Cass

In Memory of John Bormanis

David Dyann Kutob

In Memory of Josh Skattum 

Sandra & Rodney Skattum

In Memory of Kenneth Brooks 
Holland 

Jennifer Madison

In Memory of Kerstin Block 

Gayle Anderson

Gail Brown

Kristian & Nancy Kluge

Victoria Mills & Robert Mitchell

In Memory of Larry Newhouse 
Gail Brown

Lynda Gordon

Linda Doran

Janet & Lynn Healey

Margo Newhouse

Carolyn Saunders

In Memory of Lloyd Lawson Clucas 

Ms. Yamamura

In Memory of Missy

Jane Gray

In Memory of Mona A. Wong 

Susan L. Gin-Shaw, M.D.

TRIBUTES

List of tributes received 
August 1 - December 31, 2025
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WELL BEING

Reid Park Zoo recently lost a 
great friend and leader, Sheldon 
King. Sheldon joined the Reid 
Park Zoological Society Board 
of Directors in 2006. He played 
a key role in strategic planning, 
ensuring Reid Park Zoo had the 
long-term foundation and stability 
needed to provide exemplary care 
for the animals and to serve our 
community.

Sheldon led the Strategic 
Planning Committee and the 
formation of the Reid Park Zoo 
Foundation. A founding member 
of the Foundation, he was a strong 
proponent for the establishment of 
an endowment fund to benefit Reid 
Park Zoo for generations to come 
and was the first donor to the fund.

In his working life, Sheldon was a 
hospital administrator, serving as 
the President and CEO of both 
Stanford University Hospital and 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. He 
and his wife Xenia were always 
a presence at Zoo events and a 
delight to visit with.

Thank you, Sheldon, for being such 
an integral part of Reid Park Zoo. 
You did so much to ensure that the 
animals at the Zoo have the best 
care and that the Zoo would be a 
vibrant part of Tucson for future 
generations. Our heart goes out 
to Xenia King and the rest of their 
family.

In Memory of Robert H. Hamilton

Cornelia Hamilton

In Memory of Robert Murray 

Ryan & Charmaine Murray

In Memory of Ruth Strand 
Patricia Sirls

In Memory of Sheldon King 

Gail Brown

Kristian & Nancy Kluge

Stephen & Clydean Troner

Jeremy & Anna Ulibarri

James & Terri Zarling

In Memory of T.K. Warfield 
Michael & Tamarra Censky

In Honor of Zoo Keeper Matt Vieth

Kim Elliott

Each contribution helps enhance 
the Zoo’s education programs, 
build new exhibits, and contributes 
to the Zoo’s conservation e�orts. 
Visit ReidParkZoo.org/give/
donatenow/ to make a tribute. 

TRIBUTES

List of tributes received 
August 1 - December 31, 2025

Remembering Sheldon King

The Reid Park Zoo Legacy Circle is a recognition program to thank and 
honor individuals for the support they provide the Zoo through their 
estate plans or life income gifts. For more information about Reid Park 
Zoo’s Legacy Circle, or if you have already remembered Reid Park Zoo in 
your estate plan, please contact the Zoo’s Development Department at 
(520) 881-4753 or development@ReidParkZoo.org

Reid Park Zoo is dedicated to 
whole life care, meaning that we are 
committed to giving the animals 
in our care exactly what they need 
through all stages of their lives.

One example of caring for an animal 
with more complicated medical 
needs is treating Zuri, the 14-year-
old Grevy’s zebra, for her laminitis.

“She has a genetic predisposition 
to having foot concerns— anyone 
who has horses knows what that’s 
like,” says Dr. Roth, the Zoo’s Chief 
Veterinarian.

Laminitis is a chronic inflammatory 
condition that impacts the laminae, 
which is the name of the tissue that 

connects a zebra’s hooves to their 
bone. It is a condition that requires 
a lot of hands-on management, 
which is no easy task for a species 
as independent and assertive as the 
Grevy’s zebra.

Zuri’s care team is working to 
change the angle she stands on 
and improve pressure and blood 
flow to her laminae. This is done 
by radiographing her feet and 
using those images to guide hoof 
trimming decisions and to create 
custom wooden or aluminum 
horseshoes This is all done under 
general anesthesia. 

“We do expect in the long run that 
this will likely shorten the quantity 

of her life 
but our 
main goal of 
course is to 
make sure 
her quality 
of life is what 
we expect 
and what we 
all want to see,” Dr Roth says. 

Zuri is a happy and confident 
animal. She is very responsive to her 
care team, which makes managing 
the condition and making sure Zuri 
gets the medication she needs a 
little easier.  

Right now she’s doing very well 
with her current course of care. 

Hoof Care for Zuri the Zebra
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BRICKS AND BUILDERS NIGHT
March 21, 5-8:30 p.m.

Join us for a special night for Zoo and 
LEGO® lovers. See the amazing Nature 
Pop! sculptures by LEGO ® artist Sean 
Kenney, meet nature’s builders with 
zoo keeper presentations, play lawn 
games, strike a pose in construction-
themed photo ops, enjoy make and 
take crafts and more. Bring your 
blanket and settle in at 6:30 p.m. 
for The LEGO Movie 2: The Second 
Part which will be shown in the Event 
Garden.

Pre-register to compete in a Mini 
Master’s LEGO® Build Contest from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. The Zoo Flamingo Café 
and Gift Shop will also be open.

EDUCATION 
PROGRAMSUPCOMING EVENTS

SUMMER SAFARI NIGHTS
Saturdays 

May 23 - August 9, 6 - 8 p.m.

Advance registration required

Check ReidParkZoo.org/education/
programs-classes/ to view 
upcoming dates. 

DR ZOO 

Ages 6-12

Learn how Zoo vets use science 
and math to care for the animals at 
the Zoo. 

$20 Members, $25 General Public

JR ZOO KEEPER 
Ages 6-12

Your child will experience a 
snapshot of a day in the life of a 
Zoo Keeper. 

$20 Members, $25 General Public

LITTLE CRITTERS 
Ages 3-5

Each program features a di�erent 
animal theme and includes 
animal ambassador encounters, 
movement-based activities, and a 
simple craft. 

$20 Members, $28 General Public

WINE GONE WILD
(ages 21 and older only)

March 28, 6– 8:30 p.m.

Premium Experience 5- 6 p.m.

Sip wine and help save wildlife at 
this tasting soiree featuring a wide 
variety of wine and spirits from over 
14 regional wineries and beverage 
partners. Relax and “un-wined” as 
you stroll through the beautiful Zoo 
grounds and sample tastes from rich 
reds to refreshing whites to smooth 
blushes and beyond. Enjoy tasty food 
bites, live music, a pamper zone, and 
take in the Nature Pop! sculptures.
Proceeds benefit Zoo conservation 
and education programs. 

Tickets: 

$70 Zoo Members; $75 General Public 
(includes souvenir wine glass and 10 
tasting tickets)

$30 Designated Drive Zoo Members; 
$35 Designated Driver General Public

PARTY FOR THE PLANET
April 18,  9 a.m. - Noon

Spring into fun and discover ways 
to help preserve and protect wild 
animals and wild places in this 
Earth we all call home. There will be 
themed stations around the Zoo, 
tables with community conservation 
partners, special activities, and animal 
encounters on this day to inspire 
everyone to become a champion for 
wildlife and explore ways we can all 
help conserve our natural world for 
generations to come. During the day, 
don’t miss pop up performances by 
the University of Arizona Choral Group. 

Free with Zoo admission

Beat the heat at Summer Safari Nights, 
presented by TMC Health, and explore the 
Zoo in the cooler evening hours. Each week 
will feature keeper chats, animal encounters, 
artifact stations, gira�e feedings, carousel 
rides, crafts, games — and the World of 
Play Adventure Zone open until dusk. Enjoy 
frolicking on inflatables, grabbing a pretzel 
at the Flamingo Grill, and grooving the 
night away with live music. There will be a 
di�erent theme each week, so every visit 
brings something new and plenty of photo 
opportunities to remember a great evening.

Free for Zoo members 

BREW AT THE ZOO
(ages 21 and older only)

May 2, 6 – 9 p.m.

Taste a wide selection of craft beer, 
hard ciders, lagers, and ales from 
Arizona’s finest brewing companies 
as you travel around the Zoo in this 
one-of-a-kind sampling event. Live 
music, games, fun photos ops, and a 
commemorative tasting glass add to 
the merriment. 

Tickets:

$50 Zoo members; $55 General Public

Premium Experience $135, Member 
$125 

MOTHER’S DAY
May 10

Treat mom to a relaxing day at the Zoo. 
Mom’s receive free daytime admission 
with a paying child or adult admission.
Stop for lunch or a snack at the 
Flamingo Grill, then meet some of the 
Zoo’s moms and learn how they care 
for their little ones. 

SUMMER CAMP
Registration is now open

For the 2026 summer camp season, 
Reid Park Zoo is o�ering week-
long camp sessions for campers 
going into grades 1-5 and a three-
day camp experience for campers 
going into grades 6-8. Each camp 
will include animal ambassador 
encounters, behind-the-scenes 
opportunities, games, and hands-
on activities that highlight grade-
specific topics.

Spots for camp often fill up quickly, 
so grab yours before it's too late! 
See ReidParkZoo.org for details

Check our website for 
more details about 
upcoming events!

MEMORIAL DAY 
May 25

In appreciation for your service, the 
Zoo will be o�ering free admission 
for active duty, reserve and guard, 
veterans and retirees of the military 
(with military, VA or retiree ID) and 
discounted admission of $5 each for 
military dependents. Military member 
does not need to be present for 
dependent discount.
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March 28, 2026 
Sip, swirl and savor a variety of wines, 
spirits, and delectable bites while strolling 
around the Zoo. Uncork the fun and join us 
for a wild happy hour along with live music, 
animal encounters, and special activities. 

This is an ages 21+ event.

Information and tickets at ReidParkZoo.org


