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Keeping Bella Climbing High

Next time you visit the Zoo, be sure 
to stop by the South America loop 
where Bella the jaguar has some 
new catwalks and vertical space to 
explore, plus two culvert hides for 
on-the-ground coverage. 

This project was started because 
Bella's care team noticed she was 
occasionally slipping on the logs 
that used to provide access to 
the upper portion of her habitat. 
These new additions ensure Bella 
will be able to access all of her 
elevated space easily as she ages. 
Bella is 16 years old. The median 

life expectancy for jaguars is 18 in 
human care and 13 in the wild.

Reid Park Zoo proactively monitors 
and adapts care for the animals as 
they age, including making changes 
to their habitats to meet their 
needs and increasing frequency 
of wellness checks by veterinary 
sta�. These things are usually done 
before we even see signs of age 
related changes in the animals so 
that we are able to provide them 
with the best care throughout their 
lives.

ZooFriendZ is a very special circle of 
people who are invested in the future 
of Tucson’s Reid Park Zoo by donating 

$500 or more annually.

Join ZooFriendZ Today!
ONLY $42 MONTHLY!

For more information, contact Gail Brown at 
gail@reidparkzoo.org or (520) 881-4753.

Zoo Hours:
June - September 

8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

October - May 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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ANIMALS & ENRICHMENT

Some of the ambassador animals 
at Reid Park Zoo, such as the 
tamanduas, screaming hairy 
armadillos, and guinea pigs, have 
been trained how to voluntarily 
crate themselves to go on 
educational animal presentations 
where they will help teach guests 
about their special adaptations, 
ecosystems, and conservation. This 
means that animal care sta� will 
present a crate to the animal with 
an open door and the animal will 
choose whether they want to enter 
the crate and be transported. If the 
animal does not choose to enter 
the crate, they will stay in their 
habitat and spend their day doing 
something else, such as engaging 
in enrichment or resting in their 
favorite nesting spot. Allowing 
animals to have choice and 
control over their lives increases 
their overall wellbeing and builds 
confidence. 

Learning how to choose to enter 
a crate isn’t just for mammals — 
reptiles can do this too. Arcus 
the rainbow boa has been an 
ambassador animal living behind-
the-scenes since 2022. When she 
moved into her new public habitat 
in the Conservation Learning 

Center, she quickly found many 
great burrows where she can curl 
up. To allow Arcus to still participate 
in educational presentations, 
animal care sta� designed a special 
transport carrier where she can 
choose to leave her burrow and 

slither inside for moving. This 
choice-based method allows sta� to 
safely remove her from her habitat 
for educational presentations in a 
voluntary and stress-free way. 

Choice and Control for Animal Ambassadors

This is the voluntary transport container that is placed in the habitat 
of Arcus the rainbow boa. Arcus, pictured above, can choose to 
leave her burrow and slither inside to participate in a program.
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Jaguars are fierce, jungle predators 
stalking capybara and caiman 
through the dense and wet jungles 
of the Amazon and the Pantanal … 
or are they? 

The northernmost part of the 
jaguar’s historic range is actually 
found right here in the United 
States. In the past 20 years, 8 
di�erent males have been sighted 
in Arizona. The closest resident 
jaguar population where there has 
been confirmed breeding and cub-
rearing is 125 miles south of the 
U.S.-Mexico border on the Northern 
Jaguar Reserve. 

The cats that have made their way 
onto our side of the border are lone 
males searching for new ranges 
and breeding partners. Reid Park 
Zoo has collaborated with two local 
conservation organizations, La 
Tierra Del Jaguar and the Northern 
Jaguar Project, to provide assistance 
with monitoring studies, human-
wildlife conflict resolution, corridor 
conservation, local education, and 
restorative agriculture. 

La Tierra del Jaguar is a non-profit 
based in Sahuaripa, Mexico. They 
specialize in landscape restoration 
and regenerative agriculture, 
protecting the corridors that 
jaguars use to travel north towards 
the United States. 

The Northern Jaguar Project is a 
binational organization dedicated 
to preserving and recovering the 
world’s northernmost population 
of jaguars. Their work is centered 
around the Northern Jaguar 
Reserve, a 56,000 acre preserve 
in the heart of the Sierra Madre. 
Looking at pictures of the reserve, 
the landscape mimics the sky 
islands of Arizona and New Mexico 
making it easy to see how jaguars 
could extend their roaming to the 
United States if we can protect their 
corridors.

Interested in learning 
more about these inspiring 
organizations? La Tierra 
Del Jaguar and Northern 
Jaguar Project will have 
sta� representatives at Reid 
Park Zoo on November 
29 to help us celebrate 
International Jaguar Day. 
“World Jaguar Day: Living 
with Barriers,” hosted by 
Reid Park Zoo, will share 
stories of our beloved 
Sonoran cats and educate 
guests about our feline 
neighbors and their lives 
just south of the border. 

During the event, be 
introduced to our resident jaguar, 
Bella, who will receive engaging 
enrichment. Bella is here as an 
ambassador of her species to 
inspire Tucsonans and visitors alike 
to learn about jaguar recovery 
e�orts in our own backyard. Local 
conservation groups will be on hand 
to help teach our guests how we 
can integrate our lifestyles more 
seamlessly into nature. We will 
discuss di�erent human-created 

barriers and the modifications we 
can complete to make them safer 
for wildlife. This family-friendly 
event will include activities like a 
“spot the jaguar” rosette matching 
memory game, a jaguar jump 
activity, jaguar mask making and 
educational video showings.

Join us to learn about these 
majestic big cats and how we can 
help preserve them.

Preserving Jaguar Populations

CONSERVATION CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Kevin Barber is the face behind 
many popular amenities at Reid 
Park Zoo — from the gira�e 
platform where guests can feed 
the world’s tallest land mammals 
to the Conservation Learning 
Center where they can explore and 
cool o� during the warm summer 
months. He was also lead architect 
on the crucial Animal Health 
Center, a modern medical facility 
that enables Zoo veterinarians to 
deliver groundbreaking care, while 
serving as a teaching hospital for 
University of Arizona veterinary 
students.

For Kevin, an architect with Swaim 
and Associates, each project has 
been a labor of love. 

As the Zoo celebrates 60 years 
of progress and implements plans 
for a bold new future, Kevin and 
fellow architects play a key role in 
bringing vision to life with spaces 
that work for both animals and 
humans. 

Kevin became involved with Reid 
Park Zoo in 1996 when helping 
construct the South America loop.

 “I was tasked to help with the 
graphics package which was really 
fun, because I was able to work 
directly with the Zoo team and 
Bob Swaim, who drew all of the 
graphics by hand. At that time, all 
the sign mock-ups were also done 
manually and delivered to the sign 
company for final printing. The two 
jaguar sisters came up to me at 
the viewing glass as if they were 
50-pound house cats, curious and 
engaging, intelligent and powerful,” 
Kevin says. “It was amazing.”

With Swaim and Associates, Kevin 
has also been involved in many 
projects, including construction 
of the Conservation Learning 
Center and two additions to the 
elephant barn. In recent years, 
Swaim and Associates has teamed 
up with Torre Design Consortium 

on the Zoo’s Master Plan, helping 
to transform the Zoo entrance, 
building the new flamingo habitat, 
and creating the World of Play. 
Swaim and Associates is an integral 
part of Pathway to Asia, currently 
under construction and opening 
late 2026.

“The design and construction 
team have worked very closely 
with Zoo sta� at every step of 
the Asia project, from design 
into construction, to ensure each 
habitat and night house is just right 
for each specific animal, allowing 
the Zoo sta� to provide the best 
care possible,” Kevin adds. “It is a 
primary discussion in our weekly 
construction meetings, and we 
continue to adjust here and there. 
Everyone has the same goal – to 
create the best environment for the 
animals and Zoo guests.”

“Throughout the many changes 
over the years, Reid Park Zoo 
remains an intimate family-oriented 
zoo that is fun for visitors of all 
ages, committed to teaching us all 
about the animals and conservation 
of their habitats in the wild. I like 
to tell people that you can see the 
Zoo in an hour or spend all day 
there, depending on the age of 
your group,” he says.

“One thing that has not changed 
is the Zoo’s commitment to 
its animals and to the Tucson 
community. Pathway to Asia 
is going to be an outstanding 
addition to the Zoo, enhancing its 
mission and visitor experience, and 
I am also excited about the next 
phase with the transformation of 
the Africa habitat.”

Behind-the-Scenes of Building a Zoo

Fin & Fur Films

Kevin Barber, AIA, LEEDap, Swaim Associates

Thank you, Kevin, and all of the many parts of the 
design and construction teams over the years that 

have made Reid Park Zoo Tucson’s gem in the 
desert!
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While many of us may be a little 
stressed making meals for extra 
guests during the holidays, in the 
Zoo’s kitchen cooking for large 
numbers is business as usual. Each 
morning, the commissary keeper 
slices, dices, and prepares meals 
for more than 400 animals from 
the tiniest dart frog to the largest 
elephant. Meal prep includes diets 
for all animals at the Zoo including 
mammals, reptiles, and birds.

Each meal is carefully prepared 
to meet the specific nutritional 
and medical needs of each animal, 
whether it is fruit and monkey 
biscuits for the lemurs or fresh meat 
like fish for the grizzly bear. The 
presentation of how we o�er the 
animals their meals depends largely 
on the animal and the individual. 
For example, gazelles and birds get 
very small cubes, while the zebras 
get very long sticks of food.

The elephant herd is served grain, 
hay, and more than 100 pounds of 
fresh vegetables such as carrots and 
zucchini every day. The carnivores 

get a specialized blend of meat that 
includes bone and organ meat. Tony, 
the Zoo’s male African lion, gets 
around 10 pounds of meat daily.

In addition to regular daily diets, the 
animals receive special enrichment 
that provides things like seasonal 
treats or favorite foods that can 
be distributed in fun ways that 
the animals enjoy accessing. For 
instance, during the Zoo’s Smash 
Bash, a number of the Zoo’s animals 
receive pumpkins that they can roll, 

crunch or explore. Keepers will also 
prepare special ice treats during the 
warmer summer months.

Did you know all of the produce 
the Zoo’s animals eat is locally 
sourced and supplied by the same 
distributors as the grocery stores 
where you and I shop to feed our 
families? Every species’ dietary 
needs are recorded and accounted 
for every day through every season 
and stage of their life.

 

Looking to make a di�erence for 
Reid Park Zoo and the animals, 
and save on your taxes at the same 
time? Consider a gift from your IRA. 
If you are age 70 ½ or older, you 
may be able to lower income and 
taxes from your IRA withdrawals. 

Benefits of an IRA Charitable 
Rollover or Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD):

• Avoid taxes on transfers of up 
to $108,000 from your IRA to 
our organization

• May satisfy your required 
minimum distribution (RMD) for 
the year

• Reduce your taxable income, 
even if you do not itemize 
deductions

• Make a gift that is not subject 
to the deduction limits on 
charitable gifts

• Make a di�erence for Reid Park 
Zoo!

Here’s how it works:

Contact your IRA plan 
administrator to make a gift from 
your IRA to Reid Park Zoological 
Society.

Your IRA funds will be directly 
transferred to our organization to 
help continue our important work.

Please note that since IRA rollover 
gifts don’t count as income, they 
do not qualify for a charitable 
deduction.

Please contact us if you would 
wish for your gift to be used for a 
specific purpose.

For more information or to make 
a charitable gift, contact Nancy 
Kluge, President & CEO, or Gail 
Brown, Chief Development 
O�cer, at 520-881-4753 or email 
development@reidparkzoo.org. You 
can also visit reidparkzoo.org and 
click on Donate and Planned and 
Legacy Gifts. Thank you for your 
support!

Please note this is a time sensitive 
transaction. If the IRA charitable 
rollover is intended to satisfy your 
required minimum distribution for 
the current year, verify with your 
custodian that this transaction will 
be completed prior to December 
31. 

This article is informational and 
educational in nature. It is not 
o�ering professional tax, legal, or 
accounting advice. For specific 
advice about the e�ect of any 
planning concept on your tax or 
financial situation or with your 
estate, please consult a qualified 
professional advisor.

Save Taxes and Help Reid Park Zoo

Feeding the Zoo

You can make the holidays a little 
extra wild when you celebrate with 
Reid Park Zoo! 

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS
Give the gift of the Zoo 
this year. Right now, you 
can purchase a Zoo membership 
for a person you love for as little 
as just $30! Memberships include 
unlimited free daytime admission 
to the Zoo year-round, discounted 
admission to more than 150 other 
zoos and aquariums around the 
country, discounts on Zoo events, 
and so much more!

ADOPT AN ANIMAL
Symbolically adopt one of the 
incredible animals at the Zoo. 
Adopt an Animal packages make a 
great gift, and include a certificate 
of adoption, information about 
your animal, and recognition 
on our website. Some adoption 
packages include other perks, such 
as plush animals, Zoo 
memberships, and even 
an animal chat.

BRICK RECOGNITION 
PROGRAM 
Make your mark on the Zoo when 
you sponsor a brick paver in Reid 
Park Zoo’s Welcome Plaza. Bricks 
can be personalized as a tribute 
or a memorial. When bricks are 
purchased as a gift, your recipient 
will receive a certificate detailing 
teh donation you made in their 
honor. .

CELEBRATE AT THE ZOO
Treat loved ones to a day of 
exploration at the Zoo. General 
admission tickets make great 
stocking stu�ers, or discover the 
magic that makes the Zoo 
run when you participate 
in or gift a behind-the-
scenes tour (details at 
ReidParkZoo.org).

Your Zoo Holiday 
Headquarters!

NEWS & NOTESNEWS & NOTES
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Thank you to our Business Members!

ACTIVITY

Elephant Herd:

THE ZOO BY YOU!

Here's a look at the Zoo through your eyes! Tag us on 
social media to enter your own photos for the next 
issue of Zoo & You!

Photo by Look Here MediaPhoto by Look Here Media

Photo by Debb OebkerPhoto by Debb OebkerPhoto by Anna GodinezPhoto by Anna Godinez

Herbivores
eat plants

Carnivores
eat meat

Omnivores
eat plants & meat

Order up!
Be a Zoo chef for a day and help feed these 

animals based on their diets!

Use crayons or markers in the colors of each diet 

to circle the right meal for each animal.
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I LOVE ZOO
9 a.m.-Noon

February 14

Make a valentine like no other for 
your favorite animal at the Zoo and 
read some of the animals’ valentine 
messages to you! Throughout the 
morning, animals will be presented 
with treats while you learn about the 
importance of animal enrichment 
and how you can help species in the 
wild. Help make this Valentine’s Day a  
“love-ly” day for animals and visitors 
alike.

Free with Zoo admission

 

SENIOR CELEBRATION
9 a.m. - Noon 

March 20 

(Admission discount all day)

The Zoo will o�er $5 admission for 
guests ages 62 and greater. Learn 
about the Zoo’s whole life care during 
keeper experiences, engage in special 
activities, and enjoy a concert by 
Arizona Opera. Discount admission is 
available at the gate only. Proof of age 
required.

In Honor of Our Beloved Mothers 
Franny Phillips & Peggy Keiler 
Richard Keiler & Tommilee Phillips

In Honor of Penzi's Birthday 
Kimmey Conklin

In Honor of Yebonga's Birthday 
Ms. Dianne Maki-Sethi and Dr. Ravi 
Sethi

In Honor of Abigail Bond 
graduating college, In Honor of 
William Bond graduating high 
school 

Richard Keiler & Tommilee Phillips

In Honor of David H. Andrews, Jr. 
Sara & Paul Russell

In Honor of Ed Sakwa 

Nick Mercurio-Sakwa

In Memory of Angela J Scarim 
Joseph Scarim

In Memory of Beanie 

Ms. Dianne Maki-Sethi and Dr. Ravi 
Sethi

Renee Montrachet

In Memory of Linda McCleary 
Alexander & Sally Nestor

Youmans Family & DIDI

In Memory of Margaret Carlene 
Grieshaber 

James and Lynn Berghs

In Memory of Robert Kent Sisley 
Donna Sisley & Family

EDUCATION PROGRAMS

UPCOMING EVENTS

ZOOLIGHTS
December 4-23

Encore Nights: 

December 26-30, January 1-4

TRIBUTES

Advance registration required

Please check ReidParkZoo.org/
events to view the full list of 
upcoming programs.

 

LITTLE CRITTERS 
Ages 3-5

November 21

These interactive programs 
encourage families to learn about 
the animal world together. Each 
program features a di�erent 
animal theme and includes 
animal ambassador encounters, 
movement-based activities, and 
a simple craft. The activities are 
based on Arizona’s Early Learning 
Standards to develop motor, 
social, and cognitive skills.

$20 Members, $28 General 
Public. One adult participant 
included in fee.

JR ZOO KEEPER 
Ages 6-12

December 7

Through this interactive, hands-
on program your child will 
experience a snapshot of a day in 
the life of a Zoo Keeper. 

$20 Members, $25 General Public

DR ZOO 

Ages 6-12

December 20

Learn how Zoo vets use science 
and math to care for the animals 
at the Zoo through this hands-on 
interactive program. 

$20 Members, $25 General Public

Walking in a Wild Wonderland! 
ZooLights presented by Tucson 
Electric Power, will put you in the 
holiday spirit with unforgettable 
memories you’ll treasure. Savor a 
hot cup of cocoa as you surround 
yourself in a glittering forest of 
dazzling lights, and beautiful light 
displays. Visits with Santa and holiday 
characters, festive, live entertainment, 
and thousands of sparkling bulbs will 
help make ZooLights part of your 
holiday tradition. while providing 
plenty of holiday photo ops. New this 
year, don’t miss a soaring 33-ft color 
changing tree. See the website for 
details, including Member Nights!

Please note that Zoo animals will be 
behind-the-scenes for this evening 
event.

List of tributes received 
April 1- July 31, 2025

Did you enjoy making creations 
with LEGO® bricks as a child? Or 
maybe you still enjoy it as an adult. 
Have we got news for you!

Excitement is building for a special 
exhibit coming January 30 – May 
15, 2026 at Reid Park Zoo. “Sean 
Kenney’s Nature POP! Art Made 
with LEGO® Bricks” will feature 
40 colorful and amazingly crafted 
sculptures conveying animal and 
nature themes. The sculptures are 
made exclusively and entirely with 
over 800,000 LEGO® bricks.

Pieces range from large-scale (6 
or 7-ft tall) to scenes with smaller 
pieces at 3 or 4 ft. Standing in 

contrast to the Zoo’s live animals, 
Nature POP! echoes the beauty 
of animals and nature, and the 
importance of building a healthy, 
sustainable world.

Artist Sean Kenney is an award-
winning artist who has been 
creating LEGO® bricks for over 
20 years. Sean believes that the 
scupltures need to be more than 
just a stack of pieces pressed 
together in the right way. They 
must have a spirit, a spark, some 
magic, and a story.

As part of this fun exhibit, there 
will be build tables and the Zoo 
will host special "Bricks and 
Builders Nights" on March 14 and 
21, including some build contests. 
Watch for details coming soon on 
the Zoo website!
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